
 
The Annual Town Meeting held in and for the Town of Swansea, MA on Monday, June 15, 2020, was held in 

accordance with the General Laws of Massachusetts and the By-Laws of the Town of Swansea, with the rules 

of the meeting further governed by Town Meeting Time and Robert's Rules of Order, the Warrant and the 

Advisory & Finance Board recommendations duly posted, a quorum present, and all procedural requirements 

being met. 

 

7:30 PM 

Town Moderator Paul Burke called the Annual Town Meeting to order at the Venus deMilo Restaurant, 75 

G.A.R. Highway, with a quorum being present. At the opening of the meeting, there were 157 voters present. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant. - Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

Mr. Burke announced the ballot counters: Susan Hajder, Anita McGee, Michael Donais and Nicole Cantin. Mr. 

Burke announced the guests: James Purcell (Acting Town Administrator), Atty. John Farrissey (Atty. for 

Article 25), Luce Cabral (Cable Access), Jordan Remy (BOS Office), Randi Arruda-Liz White-John Robidoux 

(School Dept), Police Chief George Arruda-Michael Mulhern (Swansea PD), William Anderson (Swansea 

Highway Dept), Tracy Jo Anderson (Town Accountant), John Hansen (Town Planner), Jeff Wagner (FR Herald 

News) and Atty. Anthony Savastano (Town Counsel). 

 

Mr. Burke announced the Assistant Town Moderators:  Carl Sawejko, 447 Bark Street (Room 2) and Jeffrey 

Begin, 120 Old Fall River Rd (Room 3).  At this point, both rooms are not occupied. 

 

Mr. Burke thanked everyone for their efforts in putting tonight's meeting together; COVID-19 Task Force, 

EMS, Police, Fire, Highway Dept, volunteers and the Town Clerk and her staff; also, Monte Ferris and his staff 

at the Venus deMilo for providing this facility at no charge.  Mr. Burke also thanked the voters for their 

attendance, their patience and cooperation during the check-in process and for following the safety procedures 

put into place. This meeting was a unanimous vote of the Board of Selectmen, and along with the support of the 

COVID-19 Task Force, the Town Moderator and the Town Clerk to carry this meeting forward in order to 

conduct the Town's business. 

 

Mr. Burke stated it was important to note that although the Governor put restrictions on large gatherings, 

legislative bodies were exempt, which is what the Town is.  Mr. Burke asked that everyone attending adhere to 

the policies and procedures put into place to keep everyone safe this evening. Chairs were not to be moved and 

everyone is keep their masks on.  After the Annual Meeting, the Police Officers will release everyone row by 

row.  Mr. Burke explained the procedure for this evening's meeting. 

 

At this time, Mr. Burke asked that everyone stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, to be followed by a Moment of 

Silence led by BOS Chairman Steven Kitchin. 

 

ARTICLE 1 VOTED: That the Town vote to hear the report of the Advisory and Finance Board. 

  

A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

Timothy Reynolds, A&F Committee Chairman read the report of the Advisory and Finance Committee. 
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ARTICLE 2 VOTED: That the Town vote to accept the reports of the Town Officers and all Town 

Committees, and that the reading of such reports be waived. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 3 VOTED: That as Moderator, and in accordance with Article III, Section 2-88 of the General 

Bylaws as they are currently codified until such time as the Attorney General 

approves the recodification adopted by the June 1, 2020 Special Town Meeting, 

that the Town vote to confirm the appointments of the following six individuals to 

the Advisory and Finance Committee: 

  

  Thomas Tripp, 286 Winslow Way    (2021) 

  Trevor Griffin, 808 Wood Street  (2023) 

  Francis Kelley, 104 Regent Court  (2023) 

  Timothy Reynolds, 112 Taft Avenue  (2023) 

  Richard A. Looker, Jr., 686 Wilbur Avenue (2023)  

  Nathaniel Chamberlain, 6 Francis Drive (2023)  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 4 VOTED: That the Town vote to fix the salaries of all Town Officers for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021 as follows: 

 

 Selectmen:  Chairman $  5,000.00 

  Vice Chairman $  5,000.00 

  Clerk: $  5,000.00 

 Town Clerk  $67,065.46 

 Treasurer/Collector  $79,410.95 

 Assessors: Chairman $  2,000.00 

  Vice Chair $  1,000.00 

  Clerk $  1,000.00 

 Moderator:  $     500.00 

 Tree Warden:  $     500.00 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 5 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate such sums of money as may be  

deemed necessary to defray the charges of the Town Budget for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021 based on the Advisory and 

Finance Committee recommendations for the Line Item Numbers 1 through 108 

inclusive in the June 15, 2020 Annual Town Meeting Budget Book and that said 

sums be raised by direct taxation. 

 

A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 8 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 



ARTICLE 6 VOTED: That the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept and to enter 

into contracts for the expenditure of any funds allotted or to be allotted by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts and/or the County of Bristol for the 

construction, reconstruction and improvement of Town roads, bikeways and 

waterways. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 7 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $7,766,819.00 to meet the expense 

of the insurance needs of the Town of Swansea and its employees and that said 

sum be raised by direct taxation. 

 

                              A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 10 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 8 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $46,000.00 to meet the expense of 

the annual audit and that said sum be raised by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 9 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 to meet the Town’s 

expenses for Tax Title purposes and that said sum be raised by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 10 VOTED: That the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to renew and continue 

the use of the Revolving Fund Accounts for certain town departments, boards, 

committees, agencies or officers under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, § 

53E½, as illustrated in the table attached herein. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 11 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $138,855.00 to meet the expense of 

purchasing three (3) police cruisers with equipment including radios and that said 

sum to be raised by direct taxation.  I further move that the Town vote to 

authorize the Board of Selectmen to trade in or otherwise dispose of three (3) used 

police cruisers.  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 6 in Favor, 2-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 12 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $45,000.00 to meet the expense of 

providing for the cyclical revaluation, certification, and other consulting services, 



of all real and personal property located within the Town of Swansea and that said 

sum be raised by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 10 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 13 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $9,000 to meet the expense of 

completing an actuarial report as required by the Governmental Accounting 

Standards Board Standard Number 45 and that said sum be raised by direct 

taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 14 VOTED: That the Town vote, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 

53F ½ to appropriate the sum of $1,410,000 from the General Fund, the Solid 

Waste Enterprise Fund Receipts Account and/or the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund 

Retained Earnings Account to meet the expenses of the Solid Waste Enterprise 

Fund Account, including the costs for conducting a Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection Day. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 15 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of meeting 

the permitting requirements for the National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System, NPDES, so called, including but not limited to the requirements of 

meeting the Stormwater Management Program, and the requirements of the Illicit 

Discharge Detection and Elimination Plan, and to provide materials and 

equipment, and engineering and consulting services as required to meet such 

permitting, and further for the purpose of performing extraordinary maintenance 

and storm management improvements at detention ponds and that said sum be 

raised by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 7 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 16 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $170,000.00 to fund the FY2021 

expenses incurred during a transition period to a new Town Administrator, said 

expenses may include, but not necessarily be limited to payment of accrued wages 

and/or benefits due to the outgoing Town Administrator, contractual costs of an 

Acting or Interim Town Administrator and costs associated with the recruitment 

of a new, permanent Town Administrator and that said sum be raised by direct 

taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 



ARTICLE 17 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate or reserve from the Community Preservation 

Fund annual revenues, the amounts recommended by the Community 

Preservation Committee for administrative expenses, community preservation 

projects, payment of debt service and other expenses to be incurred in Fiscal Year 

2020 with each item to be considered a separate appropriation. 

 

Proposed Fiscal Year 2020-21 Community Preservation Budget Appropriations 

Purpose                   Recommended Amount 

Community Preservation Administrative Expenses:     $18,162.42 

Community Housing Reserve:       $36,324.84 

Historic Resources Reserve:        $36,324.84 

Payment of Debt Service on Herbert Baker / Raymond Wood 

Farm Open Space Purchase:        $103,000.00 

Fiscal Year 2020-21 Annual Budgeted Reserve:     $169,436.33  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 18 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $33,000 to replace the flooring 

systems and replace side entry doors at Fire Station 1 and that said sum be raised 

by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 13 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 19 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $58,000 to replace the flooring 

systems and install an HVAC system at Fire Station 2 and that said sum be raised 

by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote 13 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 20 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $155,000 for the purchase and 

equipping of a catch basin cleaner truck for the Swansea Highway Department, 

and that said sum be raised from direct taxation.  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 10 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 21 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $6,500 for the Swansea Park 

Commission to purchase attachments for the Kubota tractor, including a pallet 

fork frame, box scraper, post digger, tire/rim combo and an Earth and Turf clamp 

on plow and that said sum be raised from direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 10 in Favor, 1- Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 



ARTICLE 22 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $6,000 to perform extraordinary 

maintenance and repairs, including but not necessarily limited to repair or 

replacement of front steps and repair of rear walkways of the Swansea Library 

Building located at 69 Main Street and that said sum be raised from direct 

taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 23 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $28,000 from the Historic 

Resources Reserve of the Community Preservation Fund to the Swansea Grange 

in order to fund the roof replacement and painting of the trim of the Grange 

Building located at 65 Milford Road. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 9 in Favor, 2-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 24 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $5,000 from the Historic Resources 

Reserve of the Community Preservation Fund to the Library Board of Trustees in 

order to fund the painting of the external trim of the Swansea Library Building 

located at 69 Main Street. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 25 VOTED: That the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to purchase, at a total 

cost of up to $875,000.00, the premises located at 1100 Bark Street, Swansea, 

Massachusetts, for the purposes of creating and preserving any one or more of the 

following uses: passive recreation, active recreation (including ballfields) and 

agriculture; to appropriate said amount pursuant to Chapter 44B through 

borrowing from future Community Preservation Annual Revenues and a transfer 

from the Undesignated Community Preservation Fund; and to authorize and direct 

the Board of Selectmen and the Treasurer to take certain actions relative to said 

borrowing, to said purchase, and to the preservation of said premises; all as 

printed in more detail in Article 25 of the Warrant. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 26 VOTED: That the Town will vote to revise certain provisions of the General Bylaws, and 

delete or replace other certain provisions of the General Bylaws, all relative to the 

use and regulation of the Town’s boat ramp; and to condition the effectiveness of 

such revisions, deletions and replacements on the effectiveness of the Boat Ramp 

Regulations of the Board of Selectmen; all as printed in more detail in the Article 

26 of the Warrant. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 12 in Favor, 2-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 



 

ARTICLE 27 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $10,000 to meet the expenses for 

the ‘Holiday in the Village Celebration’, and that said sum be raised from direct 

taxation.  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 28 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $400,000 for the continued funding 

of town reserve accounts, by adding $200,000 to the Stabilization Fund and by 

adding $200,000 into the Capital Stabilization Fund, and that said sum be raised 

from direct taxation.  

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 8 in Favor, 3-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 29 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $200,000 for the Other Post 

Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund, and that said sum be raised from 

direct taxation.    

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 10 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 30 VOTED: That the Town vote to amend Article 7 from the Special Town Meeting held on 

May 19, 2014 for “the expense of a preliminary design and a detailed design of a 

renovation of the existing Highway Building” for the purpose of expanding the 

scope of that article as follows: 

 

Funds may also be used for site searches, testing, environmental evaluations, 

surveying, building evaluations, site suitability reports, appraisals, design services 

and any other due diligence activities on properties located in the Town that may 

host the Swansea Highway Department. 

 

A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 11 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 31 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $150,000 for the design, adoption, 

and first year implementation of a Length of Services Awards Program for the 

Firefighters of Swansea and that said sum be raised by direct taxation. 

 

 A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 9 in Favor, 3-Opposed. 

 

  -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the Annual Town Meeting at 8:14 PM.  

 
       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Diane Pelland, Town Clerk 


